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Waste Management
Introduction
In the United States, solid waste management is of great concern to the general public due to the high increase of solid waste generation, reduction of disposal capacity, elevating disposal costs as well as the opposition of the sitting of new disposal facilities by the public. Therefore, RCRA established a framework that ensures proper management of hazardous waste. EPA has attained approval from RCRA and has instituted a comprehensive regulated program that properly manages hazardous waste from cradle to grave – the time wastes are generated, it becomes transported, treated, stored and ultimately disposed of.
The Congress passed the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) into law to ensure the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulated proper management of hazardous wastes. EPA is mandated to offer protection to human health as well as the environment (Liévanos, 2019). The main purposes that the Congress intended EPA to regulate were multiple. Firstly, EPA ought to ensure that Americans are protected from pollutions by accessing clean air, land and water. Secondly, EPA has to administer and fairly enforce federal laws protecting human health along with the environment. Thirdly, Congress aimed at making sure that chemicals within the marketplace would become reviewed to ensure they posed no risk to people and the environment.
Objectives of RCRA and CERCLA
	RCRA
	CERCLA

	· Institutes a national system of controlling solid wastes
· Preventing contamination of the environment with wastes
	· Sets up prohibitions and requirements regarding abandoned hazardous waste sites
· Grant a regulatory mechanism in response to threats to human life and environment due to abandoned waste sites


The RCRA has the objective of establishing a national system of controlling solid wastes. This objective addresses the purpose of the regulation through ensuring proper discarding of hazardous and non-hazardous wastes. CERCLA’s objective of setting up prohibitions and requirements with regards to closed or abandoned hazardous waste sites addresses the purpose of the regulation by ensuring that there is an assessment of the contamination of waste sites.
Categories of Solid Waste Generators
EPA established three categories of generators in the regulations recognizing that generators produce waste in different quantities. They include very small quantity generators, small quantity generators and large quantity generators. 
a. Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQGs)
These generators produce 100 kilograms or less every month of hazardous waste. Alternatively, they may generate one kilogram or less every month of extremely hazardous waste. VSQGs have diverse requirements. 
i. They ought to recognize all the generated hazardous waste.
ii. They may not have the capacity of accumulating hazardous wastes that exceed 1,000 kilograms at any time.
b. Small Quantity Generators (SQGs)
The generators generate hazardous waste that surpasses 100 kilograms however is less than 1,000 kilograms every month. The requirements of SQGs are as follows:
i. SQGs have to be in compliance with the hazardous waste manifest requirements at 40 CFR part 262, subpart B as well as the pre-transport requirements at 40 CFR sections 262.30 via 262.33.
ii. ii. SQGs can amass hazardous waste on-site for a period of 180 days without having a permit.
c.  Large Quantity Generators (LQGs)
These generators generate every month 1000 kilograms of hazardous waste or even more. They can also generate more than one kilogram per month of extremely hazardous waste.
The recordkeeping program that I would employ to ensure that waste generators are properly classified each month includes keeping records of the test result, waste analyses or other determinations made according to §262.11 for the minimum period of three years (Kaelin, 2019). I would structure a hazardous waste management program to build the required flexibility at a facility to manage monthly changes to RCRA classification through various steps. Firstly, I will ensure the generation of wastes is properly regulated through installing leaking underground tanks. Secondly, the wastes become transported to places of treatment or incineration and then disposed of in a secure chemical landfill.
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